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The excitement and wonder of sailing a small boat from Florida to the beautiful Exuma Islands in the

Bahamas. Witness the rescue of fishermen lost at sea, and a return cruise extended to Long Island

and Cat Island, where homes are inhabited by spirits. A true life travel adventure for anyone

interested in the islands and their people.
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James K. Richardson was born in New Jersey and currently lives with his wife Karin in the Tampa

area of Florida. He and Karin lived aboard small sailboats for 15 years and cruised the Bahamas

and Eastern Caribbean to Trinidad. The stories of their voyages and living aboard, including

photographs, are published at www.TheFloatingYears.com

while well written, this is the typical boaters log turned into a book. We went here, we ate this, the

weather was..., we waited out bad weather, we fixed this or that. In some books you really feel like

you get to know the author and experience the emotions of the cruise. Not this one. I don't agree

this is a 5 star cruising book, not at all. On the other hand, if you are planning to cruise the

Caribbean, there is lots of specific information in this book that would come in handy for you. The

author has a web site you can also check out.

Not a lot of information, just day after day of bad anchorages, bad weather, and sleepless nights. I

can't understand why anyone would want to go cruising after reading this book.



Informative but very depressing, made you not want to go cursing. While they enjoyed much of their

adventure, page after page went on described the bad weather conditions, constant breakdowns,

etc. We are planning a three month cruise to the Exumas but after reading this book I am having

second thoughts.

Great Read

You can ride along with out leaving your bed! Well, James and his wife went many of the same

places we went on our boat in their travels. I like his writing style. It is not just a sailing saga, but it

gives me the information I need to determine if I want to do a similar trip and what it might be like.

Both the highs and the lows. Cruising is like that. There are intense good times and so pretty crappy

ones as well. That is what makes it interesting to me.Worth the time and money to read if you are

wanting to know what it is like to live on a boat and make the trip down and back to the Caribbean.

I received this book when it first came out in late 2011. I didn't start reading it until about a year later

in mid to late 2012. This was partly because I am neither a sail boat enthusiast nor a big reader of

books for pure enjoyment. I was going on a trip and knew I would have some downtime at the

airport so I decided to bring the book with me. Needless to say once I started reading it I couldn't put

it down. I felt like I was actually on the boat with the author. I could taste the food based on the

descriptions. I was nervous when the author wrote about certain instances where he felt he was in

danger. I was actually traveling with him it was very realistic and fun! After reading the book part of

me even would like to go on a sailboat and experience something like what the author has

described. If I was a sailor or had interest in sailing I most certainly would read this book as it is

more than just the story, but also a roadmap for the pitfalls that could occur if one was going to be

on the open waters. It also gives a lot of great information about locations and destinations that

should be seen. I would recommend this book to anyone who is interested in reading a very

descriptive yet entertaining first-hand account of navigating the waters as well as learning about the

cultures of the various destinations. I truly can't think of another book that I have read of a

non-technical nature that was for pure enjoyment. I am also very excited to know the author has

another book that is available and I will now be getting that book. After reading it I will also post a

review of that. I want to thank the author for the time, energy and effort put into writing such a book

as I know it is not an easy or quick task, but it has brought a lot of enjoyment to me and I am sure

many others.LaneMenFounder, TraderPlanet.com



I don't know of any books out there that sail you through an adventure like this one. I have friends

that have made a similar journey, and I have always wanted to take the trip myself. While the format

of the book is mostly chronological, I didn't get the sense that it was a log (as one review said). I just

thought it was a well written story about their travels through the islands, the people they met,

places they saw, and experiences they had. I would think this book is a must read for anyone that is

planning to visit these places or any Caribbean islands.

Great book. I wasn't sure what to expect but like most sailors I know, day sailing sparks the urge

and dreams of taking a several month voyage somewhere, anywhere. I'm not sure what made me

buy this book but I am very glad I did. The story is filled with valuable information about the realities

of actually living on board. It also affirmed to me that there is not just the excitement and

enchantment of visiting new places but the fact that the ocean is often very dangerous to the point

of scary. I believe this book should be read by anyone preparing to venture out to sea. It is well

written and a truly fun read.
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